[Detection of oncoprotein E7 HPV16 in the cancer and normal urinary bladder urothelium].
Oncoprotein E7 HPV16 was detected by immunohistochemical staining with specific polyclonal antiserum [Fiedler et al., 2004] in 7 out of the 24 (29.2%) studied bladder cancer specimens. The result is in good agreement with the hypothesis that HPVs take part in the carcinogenesis of the urothelium. However, some of the observations made seem rather hard to be interpreted at present. The latter include the detection of E7 HPV16 in a small number of cancer cells in a few bladder cancer specimens being examined; the presence of this protein in the cytoplasm, rather in the cancer cell nuclei, and its detection in some morphologically normal bladder urothelial specimens from non-cancer patients. Thus, the hypothesis that HPVs are implicated in the carcinogenesis of the bladder urothelium deserves further verification.